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Outline

ÅNational perspective - wetlands

ÅNorth American Waterfowl Management Plan

ÅPrairie Habitat Joint Venture ςProgram Areas

ÅCurrent Issues within the PHJV

ÅPlanning for the Future ςWetland Policy

Special thanks to Deanna Dixon, Dave Ingstrup, 
Pat Kehoe for ideas and slides.
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Åeconomic value to all Canadians 
= $20 billion/year* 

Åsurface water storage and 
flood reduction

Åwater filtration and 
nutrient removal 

Åcarbon storage 

Åwildlife habitat

ϝ ά²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΥ bŜǿ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎέ нлло



VISION

!ƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ 
wetlands where the ecological and hydrological 
functions are maintained or enhanced for the 
sustainable use of Canadians and Nature.



Canadian Wetlands Roundtable -
Steering Committee

ÅCanadian Federation of Agriculture

ÅWildlife Habitat Canada

ÅCFPA

ÅCanadian Sphagnum Peat Association

ÅCanadian Association of Petroleum Producers

ÅCrop Life Canada

ÅBC Wildlife Federation

ÅEnvironment & Climate Change Canada

ÅDucks Unlimited Canada

ÅAssociation of Fish & Wildlife Agencies



Canadian Wetlands Roundtable

Objectives

Develop strategic 
partnerships for 

wetland 
stewardship 

nationally and 
internationally.

Inform and 
influence wetland 

policies that 
balance 

environmental, 
societal and 

economic 
considerations

Communicate the 
importance of 
wetlands for the 
well-being of all 
Canadians.

Strategic Overview



1980s Drought ςFormation of 
the North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan in 1986



North American Waterfowl 

Management Plan (1986)

ÅConcern for ducks, 
other species

ÅPlan launched unique 
partnership involving 
federal, provincial, 
state, NGOs of all 
three countries.  

Northern

pintail



NAWMP Habitat Joint Ventures (JV)

Continental goals 
with regional
delivery (JVs)



NAWMP, 30 Years of Success

In Canada, 1986 -2015

Å20M acres habitat secured (8M 

hectares)

Å138M acres habitat influenced (56.2M 

hectares)

Å3.5M acres habitat enhanced (1.4M 

hectares)

Å11M acres managed (4.4M hectares)



NAWMP, 30 Years of Success

In Canada, 1986 -2015

$2,120M total contributions

Å$540M U.S. Federal

Å$490M U.S. Non-Federal

Å$369M Canadian Federal

Å$323M Canadian Provincial and Territorial

Å$398M Canadian Other



Prairie Habitat Joint Venture

ÅFounding JV, established in 1986

ÅLargest JV in Canada and one of the 

most important continentally

ÅSuccess of NAWMP depends on success 

in the PHJV

Å70% of total breeding ducks annually 

surveyed are recorded in the Prairie -

Parkland Region and Western Boreal 

Forest area of Canada



PHJV PPR and WBF Program Area



Prairie Habitat Joint Venture

PHJV Prairie Parklands:

ÅAlberta

ÅSaskatchewan

ÅManitoba

ÅPeace Parkland of BC

Å158M acres of land 

Å82% of Canadaôs Ag lands

Å4.6M acres of wetlands in 

target areas

Å-0.3% annual wetland loss



0

500000

1000000

1500000

2000000

2500000

3000000

3500000

4000000

1
9

6
4

1
9

6
6

1
9

6
8

1
9

7
0

1
9

7
2

1
9

7
4

1
9

7
6

1
9

7
8

1
9

8
0

1
9

8
2

1
9

8
4

1
9

8
6

1
9

8
8

1
9

9
0

1
9

9
2

1
9

9
4

1
9

9
6

1
9

9
8

2
0

0
0

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
4

2
0

0
6

2
0

0
8

2
0

1
0

2
0

1
2

2
0

1
4

Prairie

BWTE

MALL

NOPI

POND

PPR - dabbling ducks and ponds
1
0
-y

e
a

r 
ru

n
n

in
g

 m
e

a
n

 d
u

c
k

 p
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

 s
iz

e
s

 a
n

d
 p

o
n

d
 c

o
u

n
ts

Year

Ponds

Mallard

Blue-winged

teal

Thanks to Blake Bartzen, CWS

Pintails



PHJV Current Issues

ÅIssue: Habitat loss and fragmentation

ïConversion of native prairie and loss of 

wetlands further reduce carrying 

capacity for ducks and many other bird 
species .

ÅIssue: Industrial expansion and 

climate change in the WBF .



Ditching inventory
M. Watmough, CWS



Figure A5-2. Estimated long-term average distribution of the seven most common dabbling and diving duck species breeding in prairie Canada. 



PHJV Current Issues

On the positive side:

ïWetland policy implementation (AB) or 
planning (MB,SK) are άŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎέΦ

ïIncreasing pressure to sustain grasslands 
as a resilient multifunctional grazing 
resource (i.e., beef industry) and for 
Species at Risk 



PPR Habitat Acre Objectives, 2013 to 2020

Direct Stewardship 
Total  Habitat 

Restoration
NAWMP NAWMP 

Winter Wheat - - 15-20% 
of all wheat acres 

Tame Pasture 274,165 316,530 590,695 

Tame Hay 73,828 324,758 398,586 

Planted Cover 26,439 - 26,439 

Wetlands 7,900 - 7,900 

Nesting tunnels 1,360 - 1,360 

Sub-total 383,692 641,288 1,024,980

Habitat Retention

Wetland 343,402

Upland 340,724

Sub-total 684,126 684,126

TOTAL HABITAT 
OBJECTIVES 1,709,106



Prairie Habitat Joint Venture

Western Boreal Forest

- Similar duck # to 

PPR, 4-5x the area 

- 100M acres open 

water + 150M acres 

peatlands (& other 

wetlands)



Boreal Forest Near Whitecourt,  Alberta



WBF waterfowl trends

mallard

wigeon

scaup



Current 

conservation 

status of the 

Canadian 

boreal forest 

Conservation priorities 

are driven by land 

designation and use. 



WBF Habitat Goals: Objectives ,

2013 ð2020

8 year goal ς30.7 million waterfowl acres

1AB and MB are 92% and 29% accomplished as of 2013



Non -game bird component

Å!ƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ./wΩǎ 
άǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅέ
species objectives.
ÅConsistent with Species 

at Risk recovery plans.
ÅNew marsh bird products 

have been developed.

Bird Conservation Regions



PPR & WBF Non-Game Bird 

Priority Species for Conservation

Continue to move toward all -bird conservation

Western Boreal Forest:

Å14 Shorebirds, 23 Waterbirds and 20 Landbirds

Å 30 species are boreal specialists.

Prairie Parklands: 

Å23 Shorebirds, 13 Waterbirds , 29 Landbirds

Å20 Species Listed under Canadaõs  Species at 

Risk Act.



4 species

Decision support tool (DST)

for marsh bird species
(K. Drake, Bird Studies Canada)

Predicted abundances of 4 species.

Predicted occurrences of 10 species.

Next steps:
ÅModel validation

and refinements
ÅIntegrate with DSTs 

for ducks.
ÅExtend to other 

non-game guilds.

American bittern, American coot, 
eared grebe, horned grebe, pied-
billed grebe, red-necked grebe,
bŜƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǎǇŀǊǊƻǿΣ sora, Virginia rail 
ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǎƴƛǇŜ

American bittern, 
bŜƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǎǇŀǊǊƻǿΣ 
soraand Virginia
rail



NAWMP, 2012 Revision

Revised, Inter-connected Goals

ÅAbundant and resilient waterfowl populations to 
support hunting and other uses without imperiling 
habitat.

ÅGrowing numbers of waterfowl hunters, other 
conservationists, and citizenswho enjoy and actively  
support waterfowl and wetlands conservation.

ÅWetlands and related habitats sufficient to sustain 
waterfowl populations at desired levels, while 
providingplaces to recreate and ecological services 
that benefit society.



Can we link our 

conservation actions

to outcomes of greater 

relevance to more 

people?


